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Preface 
This facsimile edition is intended to supplement the main document “The Cochrane – 
Crawford – Neilson Letters”, which provides fully annotated transcriptions of the fifteen 
letters written between members of the family in both the early nineteenth and the early 
twentieth centuries. 

The original letters have been scanned at 300 dots per inch, so that the reproductions here 
are of a very high quality. In presenting these letters in electronic form, they are now 
accessible to a far greater number of Family Historians. In a few instances, in the main 
document, the editors have noted that certain words or phrases are either illegible or 
incomprehensible. Readers can therefore try their own skills at unravelling these few 
mysteries. 

So that the reader has a clear understanding of where the letter writers and editors fit into the 
family structure, the facing “family tree” gives a simplified view of the main characters. 
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The Early 19th Century Letters (1800-1807) 
1800 Apr 19 – Jane Neilson to Dr David Crawford 
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Facsimile 1 –Typed transcription of letter from Jane Neilson, dated April 1800. The annotation "The mistakes in 
spelling etc, were mostly in my typing” was evidently added by the original transcriber. 
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1801 Jan 02 – Jane Neilson to Sarah Crawford 
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Facsimile 2 –Typed transcription of letter from Jane Neilson, dated January 1801. 
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1802 Mar 14 – Jane Neilson to Sarah Crawford 
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Facsimile 3 –Typed transcription of letter from Jane Neilson, dated March 1802. 
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1803 Dec 17 – Jane Neilson to Sarah Crawford 
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Facsimile 4 –Typed transcription of letter from Jane Neilson, dated December 1803. 
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1806 Jun 12 – Jane Neilson to Sarah Crawford 
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Facsimile 5 –Typed transcription of letter from Jane Neilson, dated June 1806. 
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1807 Sep 21 – Jane Neilson to Sarah Crawford 
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Facsimile 6 –Typed transcription of letter from Jane Neilson, dated September 1807. 
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1807 Dec 21 – Jane Neilson to Sarah Crawford 

 

Facsimile 7 –Typed transcription of letter from Jane Neilson, dated December 1807. 
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The Early 20th Century Letters (1914-1920) 
1914 Jun 29 – Charles Neilson to Anna Cochrane 
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Facsimile 8 - Typewritten letter dated 29th June 1914 from Charles Neilson to Miss Annie Cochrane of 
Edenmore. Her cousin Cecil Cochrane had later written “Neilson Correspondence” on the back and folded 

it on the outside of the other letters in this series. 
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1914 Jul 13 – Anna Cochrane to Cecil Cochrane 
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Facsimile 9 - Letter dated 13th July 1914 from Annie Cochrane to her cousin Cecil Cochrane. The PS mentions the 
“Coat of Arms” and this is reproduced on the next page. Cecil’s annotation “Ans 20/7/14” gives the year. 
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Business Card and Neilson Coat of Arms 
 

 

 

 

Facsimile 10 – Business Card and Coat of Arms evidently included with Charles Neilson’s letter of 29th June 1914 
and mentioned at the end of Facsimile 9 by Anna Cochrane. 
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1914 August – Lily Cochrane to Charles Neilson 

 

Facsimile 11 - A single remaining sheet of a draft pencil-written letter from Lily Cochrane (wife of Cecil 
Cochrane) to Charles Neilson. By looking at the dates and content of the previous and subsequent letters, this 

was evidently written in late July or early August 1914. 
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1914 Aug 25 – Charles Neilson to Lily Cochrane 
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Facsimile 12 - Letter dated 25th August 1914 from Charles Neilson to Mrs Lily Cochrane (wife of Cecil Cochrane). 
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1916 Mar 15 – Charles Neilson to Lily Cochrane 
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Facsimile 13 - Letter dated 15th March 1916 from Charles Neilson to Mrs Lily Cochrane (wife of Cecil Cochrane). 
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1920 Jun 25 – Charles Neilson to Lily Cochrane 
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Facsimile 14 - Letter dated 25th June 1920 from Charles Neilson to Mrs Lily Cochrane (wife of Cecil Cochrane), 
with annotation at the end by Cecil Cochrane on 10th September 1920. 
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1920 Jul 26 – Charles Neilson to Anna Cochrane 
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Facsimile 15 - Letter dated 26th July 1920 from Charles Neilson to Miss Anna Cochrane (cousin of Cecil Cochrane). 
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1920 Oct 10 – Charles Neilson to Cecil Cochrane 
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Facsimile 16 - Letter dated 10th October 1920 from Charles Neilson to Col Cecil Cochrane. 
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Rear cover photograph of 

Cecil Cochrane (1871-1925). 

Kindly provided by his niece Lois Moriarty (1910-2013). 
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