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Preface

This facsimile edition is intended to supplement the main document “The Cochrane —
Crawford — Neilson Letters”, which provides fully annotated transcriptions of the fifteen
letters written between members of the family in both the early nineteenth and the early
twentieth centuries.

The original letters have been scanned at 300 dots per inch, so that the reproductions here
are of a very high quality. In presenting these letters in electronic form, they are now
accessible to a far greater number of Family Historians. In a few instances, in the main
document, the editors have noted that certain words or phrases are either illegible or
incomprehensible. Readers can therefore try their own skills at unravelling these few
mysteries.

So that the reader has a clear understanding of where the letter writers and editors fit into the
family structure, the facing “family tree” gives a simplified view of the main characters.
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Facsimiles of the Cochrane-Crawford-Neilson Letters

The Early 19" Century Letters (1800-1807)
1800 Apr 19 — Jane Neilson to Dr David Crawford

- Baltimore,fpril, 18tn, @800

My Desr Brotner.

: B Yours or tne 10tn Nov,to Jas, cawme to nand
put zour days &ago and tho o1 &o -long a date arrorded
us much pieasure and comiort te imow tnat even Iive

months ago my good zTather and motner were alive and that
weny o1 my otner iriends were werl, +tno ashamed I am to
gay 1t is tne z.rst inrormestion has opeen received by
any of my fTemily ox our Iriends since our departure <Lrom
Derry. I thnink I snouid have surrered pitter rerlieetions
had I pbpeen 80 negligent and ¥ must say witn good reason
then how ecan every ome ot you +think I shouid be less
anxious. Sureiy you must aitow I nave more csuse Irom the
gee andinrirm state or my poor zTather and mothner and =so
many near - rotations that -are-—very- dear—+to -me - vet;as
== the most consetentious- way o:r =aobing  is to -do as you
would pe done by, I shall take every opportunity ox
writing +to some one o1 you .

1 hppe ere: tong this reaches you my good
Yeirk wiil be with you and will be able to give you
every satisrasction respeeting wus and ecan sive you more
particular inrormstion of tne merchantile opusiness tnanT
cen meemy pretend to do, 1t has taken a most wunTortu-
nate rorm with the greatest peoplLe here, and tho every
ecreature in less or more degree suifered, my good James
stilL gstands his ground and ir possibke his Iriends and
eredit 1inecrease every day. He is loved by every ome
nere. 1 can never be enough thanktul +to Providence ror
the Blessing or such a Chiid, He is &a particular example
ot duty end arrection and is oplessed with good healthn
and spirits., He nas no assistanee since MeKirk lext put
David who seems +to do very well, He has constantly a
porter and was opoliged in the winter to have two. His
pusiness iz more extensive than I could have any 1dea
of. e meets with every mark ox respeet and Xindness
+rom our relations. Tne Purvainces who ere now numerous
o _gre_all vwvery attentive to us. They live in . the riryst _
gtyle =as do all or our otner iIriends. They are now
preparing for their Bountry Seats whicech s=ome oI them
have very eligent particuaiiy Mrs Fairls, The summer is
areeded very much rrom +the heat and every creature
+hat eesn leave +town does it, Thimn dress is  regularly
prevared the men wear gingims and the women musiin,
Every article is extravigantly high even <the rruit
+hey gather in 1rom the open woods and fields and bring
+o merket they get an extravigant price zor. I meet some
old aequaintances here ,a sew days ago Christopher Buecanna
ealled to see me .He Lives seventy miles 1rom here at
a Dlace oalied Cnamperstown. He looks weli and says he
nes made a good support tor nimselr and Tamily by his
t+rade and is mnow sebout +to bpecome a storekeeper in that
place, T lament poor Alex Stevens tamily. I +think he has
lett 8 distressed ramily . God support her ,poor woman. I
had little npoes oif his being long =alive when I lext
+nat country.
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—
T, -

I anticipate thne nieasure we shali all have

at Mr K.reture as I trust ne °(iiiL bring me gZood knews a
ot you and your femiiys healtn and happiness of all " the
other Iriends, You wili give the most atfectionate duty
gnd love or every one of this house to all +the Donegal
Edenmore temilies also to - your good Mrs Crawford and ail
the 1little vpoys best comp't +to Mr and Mrs Wallen, Davy
"says he. will write the rirst goed opportunity te all hs
bis fIriemds in Bgll-on as I wiil also James, till +then
assure yoursel¥ or <the sincear love and axrtfection of

J Neiison, Remember me  to Naney, '

*

Addreéged to

- - Doetor. Crewiopd :
e Pl Rt
‘ Ireiand, .

Facsimile 1 -Typed transcription of letter from Jane Neilson, dated April 1800. The annotation "The mistakes in
spelling etc, were mostly in my typing” was evidently added by the original transcriber.
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8 Facsimiles of the Cochrane-Crawford-Neilson Letters

1801 Jan 02 — Jane Neilson to Sarah Crawford
- SR LT sdisanors, ldn'y 20t 1801
My Dear 'Siater: : I - VT

' I was 8o zIortunate as to ‘Treceive e > 38
your Lletter  or tne o8tn Sept six weeks axter date also
one by MeKirk ror which accept my thanks, It 1s alweays
tne gr eatest ~ENEXETEEEXWNX _gratizication. to me to near
orten from my -Iriens end must acknowledge your _partic-
ular attention 1in that respect end I =shall always hope

ror your repeating tne opligation as oxten as Jyour rind
it convenient. I am sOTTY to Tind tnat you have had SO
gevere an iliness in the summer, indeed you are not

helr ecareful oI your gell you are much reasdier %o ¥
accoumodate otners then to attend to yowrseixr. It is
surely worng in a nurse to expose themselves to cold, am
and I ‘tpink I wouid met - allow you to attempt +that '
ravorite .(occupation oI yours again uniess ‘you TrTesolve to
pe more carerul. It 1S sgreat comrort to me to aind
my dear rather and- motner stisl —enjoy a. toLrlerable sSnare . .
or nealth, and tnat tney are aple ‘to"zanmt" apout amemng
you, as 1% must now bpe tneir greatest pleasure, end =
the dear little DOES and giris seem to 1increase and t
thrive witn you all, whienh I am vVery happy to healX.

By and by you will be able to spare one or two to
come to see us and I twast by +the time any oI the

poys_ are it to come , they will have more inducements

a8 1 hope more ox my Doys wiil be settied bpy that
time. At present tney are all doing  well 1in their

geveral departments;this 1s a place where industry m
meets 1its reward, tho many good ©peopee nhave Dbeen ks
untortunate since we ocame here, principally iTom
gpeculating 100 deeply, there are So many asdventageous his
pade at times induces many to exceed , and one capital
railure OMENSEXUNNCXHENNX ocecasions NMainy. ~Avoul forty
happened in the course oI 1ast year, but neither these
mistfortunes  nor the havoe +the <tever made seems o extect
the Dpeoble in general much; they seem to earry on their
parties and amugements gquite gay.

I know you will be glad CJo hear that

Beek has got guite rid or +the Tever and her and mnyself
went to the ountry the begining of Auguﬁst and was
fortunate in getting a healthy situation, "€ hoth recovered
jn health and stewmmxicx strength tho I have but 1ittle
reason to complain, yet +the heat oxr ‘the town 1is Tvexry
oppressive and weakening to the constitution, We also
nad the satistaetion oI rinding room Ior all the
family when they were oblriged to 1y from the sickness.
T hsd Jemes,Nat , MeKirk snd all +the other boys and girs
with me for some weeks. It was a great comfort +to have
them =all Tremoved so fear ¢rom inteetion, tho James was

oblig'd to be frequently there on asecount of his businesg

You wili be so good as %o give m{ most
atfectionate regards to Haney, and tell her had all my
children together IoOY several weeks, and as she Xnows the
number pertrectly, she will =allow we will take a tollerably
1arge ‘table, She will also De preased to hear that my
good James seems to have as _great a pride in seeing them
311 around him as I do. “e 18 the xxxkm father in every

wasneot. Mr and Mrs Purviance desired when I wrote ¥y

©2015 Patricia M Causey and Geoffre i
: _ y H Henderson, all rights reserved.
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R e S
: : +o you both
@ . David to- rememper tuneir best wishes _
you a;?;a & zo-'!ér_».- sv friénds in Donegal.They are :oattney
a:tmtive triens +to every memper oI My éa.m ﬁ. Do i
= joy every blessing this worlid can airoFd - Ao §
;grx-.--.—d.es.eﬂins. ig T %ave_ .ﬂotﬁft}s Imq:h:.vetomczsrgoneﬂ;' :trmom
" be .iunteresting to you but I “haye NemEl rrom
Uomo o Yime I mnail with remestias o to 205Nl g
e - 50, wime & 50 1 hnere  tor your I |
the ~love and DbeSt VISUES U0 .de my mood brother end his
nd _welizare in waten I imcinde my Eoof OGTCVCTC CRT "
ﬁguﬁg*f&ays. subscripe myselr your ever. -a:rf_qgﬂ??gtg:: > -
Y TBARTET. e P e 3
sinQ??I - __J.Neilson

-

You will remember He wigre ‘you tnimk it dne.fuis

e %Q'___;tnis'sh‘ _country.We hear orten ﬂ‘zm 'ig@ﬁ;mg“y S e

B ok ery well bui, has peen unfortundte ~m- bu ___'j.”. m-“'m_n..l SR

E.ixfem'n_t _zdiiur_e'g' "-*f—‘“i;.;?”ﬁ:ﬁ‘“ ,..}gei'hl_f! -W_Bﬁw"-.??@ﬂﬂ,;‘ 3
F: 1 - . 2 “ 5 d— J:S.S. . -e - % - g e -1 - _ s

o g T e S e et Mg T
' .

T~ R e ad t.o_’Mrﬂ.—-_-s'a@ra?ﬁ?@:;_ “ L ey

Ballyshannom <« -

et o o5 BN ot
: Hﬁ Sm figgx‘.e. TR :

Facsimile 2 —fyped transcription of letter from Jane Neilson, dated Jénuary 1801.
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10 Facsimiles of the Cochrane-Crawford-Neilson Letters

1802 Mar 14 — Jane Neilson to Sarah Crawford

-,._ g;,”_ﬂr ot - Baltimore Mare: 14 1802
- My dear Sister:

I hpoe a surriicent apolosy has Llomg er'e

this reach'd yog for my long silenee as I worte my
rather in December arter e IEWMxx tedhous and severe iilness
I experienee in last summerand zail , snd I must scknowl
elge you are entitied +to my bpest endeavours on +that score
Irelt more particualary indebted, however I am now thank
Providence as well asl have been 7T0r SEXEEEXX Some

years out rumatism whieh I must not mind at my time

ot day end I +trust I shali pe long able to acknowledge
many kind Iavers irom you . I mentioned in my last
1etter Becky's marriage +to Jonn Keiso end now I have to
aequaint you wirth Mary's who was married +the 2nd instant

to a James Fulton a Derry man he has 1iv'd Prineipally
nere these s8iX years and is largel¥y in bdusiness with
his obrother they have bpeen very sucesstul snd +o every
agbpearence seem caCulated €0 wake n8F  NAPDY. ALl her
conneetions seem higniy gratiried at her onoiee and I
glso add his which are mnot a few and I dare say you
may kunow something or +them, I shail mention %o Jyou
Hugh TYoung who 1s married +to his aunt lives here in
the country. Jonnm Alexander, tne widow or Furgerson Hoore
is his aunt, one orother and two sisters umnmerried and
pll seem much attacned to Mary , I nope she may iong
deserve their good opinion, She 15 not +o ieave me
until next month, “ell on +the oecasion was obliged +to
come home Irom <“eeky, I had also expected her and Joan
put the distance scared ner to attmpt in +this season
put Dpromises us a visit in May, They live 260 miles trom
us and +the roads hnorrid tho a publiec stage runs zrom here
40 Richmond whieh is Sixty miles 1in +this side in a
1ittle over +three days.

Tuis winter hass been remarkable rine very little
rrost and almost +tnroughout the iast +three montns more like
your Aprii then winter. It has peen very gay tho some
unrortunate raiiures or some or the leading merchants
nave happened those not immediately conserned enjoy alil
thelr amusements and the expense and extravagence ot
their taples 1s neyond ali Ireason. The peace _petween
Bngiand and France seems to have nurt their trade but
the congideration or my dear triends enjoying tnat peace
and sarety readily reconciies me +to a more moderate mode o
or living, I +trust blenty has peen added +to +that
blessingwarEN is my most earnest Dprayer and that wwew
you may live- long to enjoy 1t. The eddition to your
ramily must add much comtort to my dear mother and
rathers I hope they wili yet pe spared lLongz to enjoy tne
many comrorts they so well deserve and - I {fnink ‘the
goelety orf you and:your: dear 1ittle bpoys must pe
among thetr greatest, As I kmow every particular or my
zamily wiil pe interesting 4o you I shall mention them

respectively, My good James is stil1L +tne wsame steady

dutizui  son.Nat I  expeot mext month #rom Diverpooir he
is well thought or by  nhis ‘employers.Ropert Lives with
Sam Walker, David in our own store they both do well.

e owms Tray o5 oI LB (476 @t tne st soatey

in town, They are sail be -
Bey all grow rast and

©2015 Patricia M Causey and Geoffrey H Henderson, all rights reserved.
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Facsimile 3 -Typed transcription of letter from Jane Neilson, dated March 1802.
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12 Facsimiles of the Cochrane-Crawford-Neilson Letters

1803 Dec 17 — Jane Neilson to Sarah Crawford

o AR =3 o -

S T isernol 47 ** Baitimore Deo'r 17tn 1803
. My -Ps6igter ¢ ;

Yoy " Your @goddness in writing to me is by -muoch
too ~gratitying to negleet the ztirst opportunity of
aecknowledg . ng itand oI appraising you I am perzectliy
satisried in uaving my 1ul. propotion ox your leksure

~moments and tnat you Judge 7right in saying that a .

. jetter zrom you in any shape Or Iorm eomes Very accpte
-gple to me, TLet David say ir ne Dpleases: &  Llittie
#1attery is a powerrui- incentive +to your writing. I kmow
you reel more the particular amxiety I surier on account

.oz Ny ag'd parents and peloved ziriends to wait the =1
reguiay Treturns oI ~ships +to this port as letters  sent
+0 any other port and put” in +the post orilece will come
equally safe. Your aprovation -ex Xitty's letter iz very

leasing to me I don't Tememner to have seen it nér -

aisposition and understanding s naturerly good and she has
nad advantage oI tae vpest  sehools sinee her arrival she
is wuaeh. tne ravorite with ner orotners end induiged =
great dealxxx <tfemales oi every sStation nere are much

attended to 1in +tneir education indeed +they ecarry it %o
extravagence in my opinion as giris without any prospeet
or .rortune are taught Irench music xmk danceing drawing
and ali come to a very great expense, Thisg city

inereases rapidly so mueh so0 as I vpegin to doupt myseix
wnen I Xmyx wish to +Heli you oxr its population out taus
I ocen say thet not less +than tive hundred homes have
peen built in the 1last eighteen montns, The imports
and exports also increase. Some or the grandees of

_ yrence inhavit our o¢ity mo less the oprother of XEsmE
Boneparte and other six gentleman oy . rank they live in
great style There is mnotning observ d but zIrench fashion
end Irench menners, I don't much admire them a natursl
preduice eagainst the whole nation is . strong in me, I
trust they will mnever hnave power to interrupt your
neppiness or invade your Country, they have many iriends
here however, My poor MeKirk is once more to sea he
ij8 now supercago in a ship Nat is master oxr they left
here for +the West Indies in Sept last It 1is impossiole
he can settle he tires 1mmediately oI any sStationary
employment yet I npoe ne will some day estaplish hnimselx
when he is tired orVoieging avbout he has great abpilitie
gnd ought %o have bpeen & rTich man by +this he still
econtinues +o have that strong attacoment to wus he zrirst
trormed we expect them in mnext montn,

Burton Toster hss bpeen here a i1ew days ago
he 1is 1in perreet heaith seems grave by turns tho he
has pieked up since his tirst coming, He is doing vast
pusiness tTor his employer tor whieh he is largeiy paid
ne 1is esteem'd a steady soper industrious man end no
dount wiii sueeed well here, you will be so kind as
to present my bpest wishes to ali his ramily, I
understand Jonn Montgomery has commenced business in Ix
partnersnip with his wunkle Wiii'm.

Will'm Bryant nss peen 1in +this town 1o
time and & t‘%ﬂ printing pusiness., fear he fS B&t:-nfng

©2015 Patricia M Causey and Geoffrey H Henderson, all rights reserved.
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Facsimiles of the Cochrane-Crawford-Neilson Letters 13

jttle &ood. All our relatives here are well. I rez
%he loss ox Mr_ and Mrs MeCreery's society i; _m.e;_ﬂsi‘;:
now 1living at <the new ecity., He is a member o1 Eon@‘ea-s
which rerlects great homor to pe sent by so respected

: a Commonwealth as the 0Oity ox Baltimore., There is salso

. & Sam Purveiemce in Congress trom South Caroline much

- admired as —an orator he -is a son +to Will'm Jr who

ny mother and ztather Imow,-

- I ,am  happy %o near irom you or m Q00T TaE
. being able to see you so ortemn he must mxre'aigraatatg:;-
.I_?}'jﬁ-' in ln_av_;l_.ng_ you =0 near him. I hope you wiil all pe
dong spar d for each others  comiort, I am glad poor Nancy
... enjoys :_:_pbtxar,.-nearbn and- that she is reconeiied +to
her daughter as it must meke her mind, easier teil her
wmdx all her onildren nere as she call'd +them remembeyr
- her with arfeetion and to xeEFk axcept Of my pest wisnes
I _think she must %ind plenty or employment among +the
poys. ¥ou must mot let tnem gorget. me tell Neney so
wond I lope Bob will. correspond with -Kibbty sme- isat™

“present on a visit some littie distanee( this word '
‘sealing wax) in tne Country or she woutd m%.ﬁg“
is too mueh the men or opusiness to mind letter
writing he 1s become a very large rine looking boy
gmr._g_. as tall as Jemes witn & steady attentive mind,
Rob't ‘18 . 81x teet tail the young poys also T grow and
are all mueh freer or. headaches than some years ago.

Lo

U et L

8

i Y

- I wish you' to present my most respeetiul compliments
. fto my zriends in Derry Unkle Witl'm particularly wnen you
= see or write +them, Best love +to PBrotner David and all te
Pis the dear - little poys. Thanks - and com't end assure your

self of the love and to witness ir ocold zrosty tingers c
can apologise ror bpad writing & can with satety make it.
_atfection of - g2 33 By % .

- Axxmekxmweiery - J,Neilson

Mrs. .35..L11_6- Crawzord
' Moor Donegal -
=T 1'. A A R T (LT '_-Ire.l.m.,@.ﬁ

Facsimile 4 -Typed transcription of letter from Jane Neilson, dated December 1803.
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1806 Jun 12 — Jane Neilson to Sarah Crawford

Baltimore June 12 th 1806
¥y D.Sister @

Tho I have Llittle more 40 communicate than
T have jJust now written +to Bro James yet I reel desirios
or making many inguiries or you respecting all Fyour
camily and or indueing you to write me at every leasure,
you have alweys been my ovest Correspondent and that you
have at present mueh +to occupy you yet I zeel mortizied
gt mnot nearing from my diriends ITor more than ten
montns put since lir lMeDonnells arrival I have been much
reiived, We have fTelt mueh Lloneliness since
James's departure put +the prospeet or his soon returning
to us and his being engaged in a business he wish'd ror
mueh compensates +to us as I nope he has acgquaint'd his
unkle by +this +time or nis errival in Fngiend I need say
noghing more, Wat and Bop't are opotnh with me but +aik
of =oon both going out again they are both esteem'd
in +thneir respective pursuits my - ‘three —girts- are- aiso
with me , Xitty is by much +the largest woman of the
ramily and enjoys better healbth +than any oxr +the others
they are very much teas'd with headakes yet +hey seem
now +to gebt inured +to it and bear it patientiy. We
hear from Becky orten +the distance is +too great to
have much intercourse but by letter she hasg never been
here put once sinee her First goeinz away. Theyxy have
a large plantation and = number of slaves whieh she
attends +o and gives her an abundence of emplLoyment
s ¥you Imow her disposition you may ‘think she has now
tull scopexme all her industry she is gquite a standard
Tor 1t 1in her mneighporhood. The families of +that Country
neve not so muech depending on +them but +that +they have
to attend +o meke +their Blacks work whieh would be to
me & hard enouszh task. I +think +they own zizteen oxr +that
trive memx men and women one ox which 1s & wever they
raise cotton +topacco ete. ete., “ecky has sent me two
handsome countepanes of her own make and growth of
+igurtd cotton Llike old Tashion'd dimety. I have been
promising them a visit bput at present cannot leave
untiL James returns. his conseguence 1in this zTamily is
1ike that ox a mueh opelov'd parent in our Dear Devid
we lost & second swardian and protector there never was
a Derson at- nis age sueh a serious lost his conduet was
more like a man ‘or tnilrty ‘tnan  sixteen he was So much
known he could get employment or any cxExk credit and
had the prospeet’ o1 being & very wealthy man ir it had
nleas' God to +to have spar'd him put in =wll +these-
pleasing prospeets I have peen disappointed surely ror
good end wise purposesy I wish %o Iknow ‘how your-  dear
1ittle poys -come on, how many sigters tuey ‘have, i
their learning- is 'easy to them | ix 'they 'grow much and
if you have yet Iixed ‘on any vpursuit ror them, and
everything I like <+to hear zrrom +them particually my'Dr.
1ittle David who T am stiiL partiatl to. I also wish to
mow or your heaith I trust it is steadier than I Imew
it and that you are more ocarerul 4o avoid cotds you
are Teally are nmor now =2t 1liperty  +to make ton - Iree ox
yourselr , I hope I -shait near good aecounts or you. r
I =shall be happy yoyr Rob't and Jas. would correspond wmvh
with Xitty and Wiii'm or - both, I -am greatly pieased witn
ny cousin Bells marriage; Mr- Neiison 1s a man I ailways
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_had the Dbest opinion or I sincerely wish thel
"I snail by the most opporiune time write
my dear f&'ﬁﬁ‘ir"_ Tom whom I Feeeiv'd letters a rew
" NMr and Mr rY ce always. desire I may Drese
Q&m ki.plea*&“- regerds to ali the ramity I see them oﬂm .

nappiness,
vid and

e, 2.

they ‘meke constant inquiries of you and nrotner. They ar

“tne most astonishing old people emer seen I “don't think
tggre seeus the dirreremece oi one year between the old
‘q1ady and myae:l.:r in - Looks and ‘they are poth cheertul and
a8y f receive much ettention Irom all the Tamily tney nave
im sons and two daugnters settled ‘here att in tnv nrst
pauk, Wnen - you see or write your unkle Witi'm .
~punt Mary give thnem my most respeetiul eomp.l.im l&a
q—:wen and lE;s Hood you will .also remember me tHoo. my
~jove and blessings to your dmorx husband. and ehildren
A ‘wnieh my zTamily join. Trom your smcw a.nd. an‘“&etiea.te
1s1:er J.Neilson., -

Nane‘y ﬂuGa.noy tel_i. 119:.' I a..l.we.ya rememher ne:r:' ' wi

N e e L e
Addressed. '- e j
= Hrs Grawfsrd. SUCINEE =
- : “‘Donegal S5

Facsimile 5 -Typed transcription of letter from Jane Neilson, dated June 1806.
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16 Facsimiles of the Cochrane-Crawford-Neilson Letters

1807 Sep 21 — Jane Neilson to Sarah Crawford

= Baitimore Sep't 21st 1807
My Dear Sister:

A1l your letters send tne pleasant aceounts
they contained came safe and 2dd'd much satistsction tmm
to all this remily you are infeed not among the number
chargable or negleet, I must do you the Justice of
aelmowledging your Kkind attention in writing more Iirequent
than any otner o1 uy 1riends tho sometimes I xcosxmxrEsny
am ready to condem al. hends wnen I am a lengtn or time
trom hearing irom someone, my aged parents occasion me much
anxiety and I mey =add with sincerety ail ox the Tamily
conneetion do yvou tnink I sShali ever sSee any oI the
young ones the otners I must give wup. T am much pleased
at the progress your ovoys make and your daugnters too.
T have & very perticuilar account or thnem =ail by A
Crawrord and W Kirkpatrick my good Bob't stands hign in
tneir estimation he shew'd early « good disposition .
Ftrust he will always ope a coutort to you all the boOys
‘are highly spoXxen ©I,ori all nouses by tne. two young men

or whom I am giad to mention tnelr getting employment in
apout two weeks arter their arrival, whien does not
always happen, tney are botn respeetrully zrixed,as yet
not very Jlueretive but they may chenge if a more
profitable Dlace oirfers . =ometime hence. In respeect to
young men this country is much changed as there 1=
sometimes more here then +they Xmow wnat t¢ do witn at
the same time it is the country zror every industrious
young man they will 1n time reap +tue advantage oI
prudence and industry.

I sm sorry +to iearn Irom +he young men that
you are likely to leave the Moor, I lament  tror - those
who had the comiort of your society zfor some vears
wack pernaps you may mnot remove 1ar, I should suppose
the =air of thnat place more healthrul For you than
Shannon whiehr ought to be the trirst consideration Ior
you. I have not seen B.Fogster for moure than a year
sinee his wire ceme his business has been quite station-
ary he hss bpeen but onee in this town sinee that time
howerver I hear ozten ox them they are weli bput I
understand Mrs F 1s muen dissatisiied witn “ner ‘gituation
_at  all eventg they are ungratetul to ITorget the £00d.
peopie or Fmrmkmx Fostercourty . —— : .

My tamiiy have been pretty generaily hmuxkwrwx

nealtny bput Mery wino 1s stiil very delicate and Rob"t
who I +think surfer'd muen rrom tne West Indis elimate
ne had a severe attack o1 spasms about 18months ago
immediately upon returning irom +the West IaAdies o¥ which
he ot over end was perrectly well 1in the Tall and
winter and in tue winter -set out on another Voige and
vyeturn'd artliet'd in +the same way but did not continue

jong and he =seems now quite Wwell he has had the
+irgt medieal advice oxr this OGountry and I +trust he
will never agSain experience senotiher attaek in his last
trip he met Mr Crawrord ox thne Thmrstbank ramily rat
Kingston Jamaka he was at thet time 1likely to be
provided in a parisn, Ropot., liked him very muoch he says
he is &a g8y lively young man.

We Llook ror James every day I even postponed
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Facsimile 6 -Typed transcription of letter from Jane Neilson, dated September 1807.
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1807 Dec 21 — Jane Neilson to Sarah Crawford

Facsimile 7 -Typed transcription of letter from Jane Neilson, dated December 1807.
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The Early 20™ Century Letters (1914-1920)
1914 Jun 29 — Charles Neilson to Anna Cochrane

TRLEFEONE 1008 BRoAD CHARLES NEILSON

30 BroOAD STREET
NEw YORK

June 29, 1914,

My dear Niss Cochrane:-

» I hardly know how to -thanX you enough for the kindness
of yourself and cousin in liunting up the Neilson information for
nme,

Nathaniel Weilson, the lawyer, who about 1750 merried
Rebecca Scott, the father and riother of Nathaniel Crawford, were
evidently ry great grand parents sorme distance bock,

Thie son of Nathaniel and June Crawford, who was my
greal grandfather, Jemes Crawford Neilson, narried Albertina N.

Bagkher, Tiey were the father and mother of my father, Janes
Crawford Neilson, & Civil Engineer ana Architect, who married
Rosa Williams of l'aryland,

Vie have & conplete listory of the family on ny nother's
side, who was the ninth from Pocahontas through the Bollings,
Rendolphs and Flemmings, And on ry fTather's side including all
ot his riother's family, that is the Backer connection mixed up
with Yooree and a lot of other people, but father's nistory of
his own family only goes to Nathauiel Neilson who married Jane
Crawford.

The letter of your cousin indicates that there is &
gooa desl of Neilson history in tre letters which he possesseés,
written by the Faltimore Great grandrother, = copy of which I
would like very much to have, beczuse it is guite possitle that
lhere may have Leen some feeling in grandnother's make up against

the others of lhe Neilson family, I rean now the one who was liss

Backer - B8he was a very hard neaded, determined olg laay I
as




22

remerber her and after the desth of grendfather on his wey to
Mexico, she took her children and wnt to Brussels to educate
ther, che did not core hack here until father, who was next

to the youngest, was slmost grown un, From the letters =and pa-
pers which I have, she evidently kept up her friendshivs with
lier own.family, but I do net find any indication of any Neilson
affiliations excepting with ny great uncle, Robert Yeilson, who
mérried Anne Ogle, living in Baltimore, and William Neilson who
lived &t Columbus, Vissisippi, (after leaviug the U. 5. ALY &8
a Colonel of Cavalry,( where he had a large Tarily. Mary of them
are still living there. .

I know that ny grandfather had & brother Hugh and some
s;aters, &8s theré was quite ﬁ large family of them, but just what
became of them I do not know.

If your cousin would kindly let me have those letters,
I will gladly have Lheﬁ copled and returned to him, 1Is there any
inforration or anything else that I can do for you or your cousin
or any of your friends. I will tzke areat pleasure in looking up

anything you want to know,

I will, beforq long, write to the Freshbyterian Ferson,
A11 ny family liave been Episcopalians, Certainly since grand-
mother's time ana poseibly before.

¥Will yeu kindly thank the Tostmaster who forwarded you

rny letter or tetter still will you give me his nane ana proper

end I will take great pleasure in doing so, Thanking you again




for your kindness, I am,
Yours ve:y.truly,
.;’ : % a
P.S. I am using thé&typewriéer and business paper and en=-
closihg a card so that it ney be easier resding ana better di-
rection, ;

I could not make out the full name of your cousin, I

learn we have a Cochrane Suciety here,

e . e

23
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L ' : . 4
s e - e A— e
Facsimile 8 - Typewritten letter dated 29" June 1914 from Charles Neilson to Miss Annie Cochrane of

Edenmore. Her cousin Cecil Cochrane had later written “Neilson Correspondence” on the back and folded
it on the outside of the other letters in this series.
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1914 Jul 13 — Anna Cochrane to Cecil Cochrane
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Facsimile 9 - Letter dated 13th July 1914 from Annie Cochrane to her cousin Cecil Cochrane. The PS mentions the
“Coat of Arms” and this is reproduced on the next page. Cecil’s annotation “Ans 20/7/14” gives the year.
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Business Card and Neilson Coat of Arms

CHARLES NEILSON

30 BROAD STREET
NEW YORK

1638 BROAD ROOM 1842

CiviL ENGINEER AND TRANSPORT EXPERT, | FORMERLY

EEYSICAL INVESTIGATIONS MADE OF TRANS- IN CONSTRUCTION OF NORTHERN PACIFIC R. R.

PORTATION COMPANIES, SUBORDINATE POSITIONS AND DIVISION SUPER-

INTENDENT ERIE RAILWAY.
ECONOMICAL AND IMPROVED OPERATING

GEN., MGR. CINCINNATI, HAMILTON & DAYTON
METHODS SUGGESTED, e % !
SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO INCREASING | 2ND ASST. POSTMASTER - GENERAL DURING
BUSINESS, IMPROVING SERVICE AND AD- | ERESIDENTIMCLEVRLAND SRS END U A TINE NS
TRATION.

JUSTING MAIL MATTERS. .
VICE-PRES. & GEN. MGR. QUEEN ANN'S R. R. &
ESTIMATES MADE OF PROPERTY VALUES AND STEAMBOAT COMPANY.

POSSIBILITIES, L EXPERT SERVICE. REFERENCE FURNISHED.

L

%{é&/& C

Facsimile 10 - Business Card and Coat of Arms evidently included with Charles Neilson’s letter of 29" June 1914
and mentioned at the end of Facsimile 9 by Anna Cochrane.
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1914 August — Lily Cochrane to Charles Neilson
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Facsimile 11 - A single remaining sheet of a draft pencil-written letter from Lily Cochrane (wife of Cecil
Cochrane) to Charles Neilson. By looking at the dates and content of the previous and subsequent letters, this
was evidently written in late July or early August 1914.



1914 Aug 25 — Charles Neilson to Lily Cochrane

uuuuuuuuuuuu AD CHARLES NEILSON

30 BroaD STREET
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TELEPHONE 1638 BROAD OH ARLES NEI]:‘SON

30 BROAD STREET
NEw YORK
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Facsimile 12 - Letter dated 25™ August 1914 from Charles Neilson to Mrs Lily Cochrane (wife of Cecil Cochrane).



1916 Mar 15 — Charles Neilson to Lily Cochrane
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Facsimile 13 - Letter dated 15™ March 1916 from Charles Neilson to Mrs Lily Cochrane (wife of Cecil Cochrane).
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1920 Jun 25 — Charles Neilson to Lily Cochrane
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Facsimile 14 - Letter dated 25" June 1920 from Charles Neilson to Mrs Lily Cochrane (wife of Cecil Cochrane),
with annotation at the end by Cecil Cochrane on 10" September 1920.



1920 Jul 26 — Charles Neilson to Anna Cochrane
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Facsimile 15 - Letter dated 26" July 1920 from Charles Neilson to Miss Anna Cochrane (cousin of Cecil Cochrane).
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1920 Oct 10 — Charles Neilson to Cecil Cochrane
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Facsimile 16 - Letter dated 10™ October 1920 from Charles Neilson to Col Cecil Cochrane.
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Rear cover photograph of
Cecil Cochrane (1871-1925).
Kindly provided by his niece Lois Moriarty (1910-2013).
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