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[The front cover is missing. Cecil Cochrane died in 1925 and this Notebook was 
probably written c1910. Initially, the author appears to have used only the right 
hand pages, but up to page 91 he has added amendments and insertions on most 
of the facing pages]. 

                                            
1 Beyond this point, blank facing pages have not been copied. 
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The Author – R. Cecil Cochrane (1871-1925) 
Lt-Col Robert Cecil Cochrane FRCVS, the author of this Notebook, was 
born in Lifford, Co. Donegal, Ireland on Thursday 11th May 1871 and 
baptised on Sunday 25th June 1871 by the Rev William M. Edwards in the 
Parish Church of Clonleigh, in Lifford. His God parents were R. Little MD; 
D.C. Cochrane and H. Little. 

He was educated at Armagh Royal School and some other Public School in 
England. After his schooling he grew up at home doing nothing. He 
apparently carried on with some Lifford village girl, so he was sent to 
Canada where, from 1889-93, he farmed on a ranch, near Oaklake, 
Manitoba. 

He returned home to Ireland when his father died in 1901. Borrowing 
money from a local man, a certain Robert Wilson, he put himself through 
veterinary college, and later paid back the money. He took the degree of 
MRCVS2 at London Veterinary College in December 1897 (Silver Medallist 
in Anatomy and Chemistry at the new Veterinary College Edinburgh where 
he attended lectures for the first two years). He joined the AVD3 in March 
1898 attached to the Royal Scots Greys from July 1898 to April 1899. On 
the latter date he proceeded to South Africa and worked in Maritzburg, 
Pretoria and then India. He served throughout the South African Campaign 
1899-1902; obtaining the Queen’s Medal with four clasps, King’s Medal 
with two clasps, mentioned in dispatches. He was seconded for one year 
from February 22nd 1903 for service with the Civil Administration, 
Transvaal Government, holding the appointment of District Veterinary 
Surgeon, Middleburg District. 

He married at Heilbrun, Orange River Colony (ORC), South Africa on June 
9th 1903, Lily Holmes Tennant, third daughter of the late Oliver Tennant 
Esq. JP of Esslemont Hurst, Bethlehem, ORC4. They settled in Pretoria 
after their marriage. He had issue, one daughter and one son : 

John Esslemont Cecil Cochrane, born 17th April 1904, died 31st 
December 1904 and buried in the Cemetery, Pretoria, South Africa. 
Margaret Gladys Cochrane born February 16th 1907 at Newcombe, 
Shooters Hill, Woolwich and died on 28th June 1934. She married 
Robert Stanley Harper and had two daughters by him. 

Cecil was promoted Captain, AVC5 in October 1903 and rejoined his Corps 
in October 1903. He obtained Fellowship of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons in 1907 and was promoted Major, AVC, in March 1913. 

                                            
2 Member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

3 Army Veterinary Department. 

4 Orange River Colony. 

5 Army Veterinary Corps 
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In August 1914, after setting up home in Woolwich (SE London) he went to 
France with original expeditionary Forces (the Old Contemptibles), was 
mentioned in dispatches and appointed acting Lt-Col 16th June 1917. 
During the 1st World War he held the following appointments: 

� Officer in Charge Base Depot of Veterinary Stores 

� ADVS 2nd Indian Cavalry Division 

� Officer Commanding No.4 Reserve Veterinary Hospital Balford 

� Officer Commanding No.14 Veterinary Hospital Abbeville 

� ADVS XI Corps 

� Officer in Charge Stores and Records. 

In 1919 he went to India again and was promoted Lt-Col, RAVC6, on 3rd 
July 1921. He subsequently returned to Woolwich where he worked after 
the war. He retired to Droitwich where he got cancer of the cheek, thought 
due to a tooth extraction. He died on the 24th October 1925. 
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Editorial Notes 
The original Notebook was scanned at 300 dots per inch (118 dots per cm), 
digitally enhanced to improve the contrast slightly and converted to 150 
dots per inch to save space when made available on the Internet. The first 
and last pages, plus the back cover, are reproduced here at their original 
size. Where there are two pages side by side, they have been reduced to 39% 
of their original size to fit sideways on the pages here. In the latter part of 
the Notebook, where there was nothing written on the facing pages, each 
page has been reduced to 39% of its original size and two pages have then 
been combined within a standard frame using the graphics program Paint 
Shop Pro (ver 7.04 – July 2001). 

The information about Cecil Cochrane above is taken from his own 
description in his notebook and brought up to date from the notes of Lois 
Moriarty (his niece). 

Geoffrey H Henderson 

Great Bookham, England 

March 2002 

                                            
6 Royal Army Veterinary Corps (previously the AVC). 
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Rear cover photograph of 

Combermore – birthplace of Cecil Cochrane. 

Kindly provided by Mary Bentley, 
great niece of Robert Cecil Cochrane. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


